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HOSE who do theſe fragmental ſpecimens the 


- 


honour to peruſe them, 
the Verſions i injurious to the citadel; of Religion or the bulwarks 


of Chriſtianity : I mean the\fenſible part of mankind ; for as 


- 


to hydra and chimera mongers in theſe enlightened days, if they 


have not my contempt they have my pity. Hs 
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ul not, 1 hope, deem the freedom of 
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Page 6, line 18, for mighieſt read mightieſt—p. 21, at the laſt line but one of the note, 
interadd after © written,” were the only ones neceſſary to be read—p. 24, l. 4, Place | 
a full point at green—p. 25, laſt line of the note, for though read but—p. 29, in the | 
ſecond line of the note, eraſe the comma at divine—p. 30, l. g, eraſe commas at fly and 
behiad —ebid. tf. 12, ſubſtitute a full point at north—4bid, l, 16, ſubſtitute a comma, at. 
ſky—ibid l. 17, for Lydra read Lydia—p. 37, t. 9, for ſapphire read ſaphire—p. 40, 
{. 19, Ditto—p. 48, /. 19 for as will, read as it \will—in pages 50 and Sl, the reader 
may pleaſe to Jupply t two or three commas. . 


SONG OF DEBORAH AND BARAK. 


Pd 


| | Judges, Chap. "RA 


1 


Hear, Oye kings, ye princes, 0 give ear: 
I, even I, will raiſe my voice and ſing 
A ſong of joy unto the God of Iſrael. 


Lord, when from Seir thou wenteſt forth ; from Edom ;. 


Shook earth, heaven trembled, and in thunders ſhed 
Big drops of water, torrents were the clouds; - 
The melting mountains fled before thy face, 

Sinai was fled before the God of Iſrael. 

In Shamgar's, Iael's days ; no woman was : 


AS" 


_F: oo | Se ST TRET TT, 
| | Graſs ſpread the ſtreets and briars choak'd the koltthe Wo 
A defart was each village and each town, >. _ 
Till I at laſt, I Deborah aroſe | Le 
To people with my offspring the wide realm. 
Jehovah they forſook and ſought new gods ; 
But when war's chariots rattled at their gates, 
Was there a ſhield or ſpear in Iſrael found? - 
How, how I love to ſpeak the gen'rous chiefs 
That rous'd our youth and ſftemm'd the brunt of fate! 
And praiſed be the Lord that warm'd their hearts ! 
O ye that on white aſles 1n array, | 
| Ride to the ſolemn ſeats of juſtice, tell I 
Who 'twas deliver'd Jacob, whether 'twas 
Jehovah God, that. pow'r with goodneſs joins. 


 O Deborah, awake, awake, a ſong 

Utter aloud ; O Barak lead thy ſlaves. 

In ſtrings of triumph thro' the thronged ſtreets, 
Smite the bold harp, thou mighieſt 'mong the mighty : 
Ye men of Zebulon, the ready pen , 
Matchleſs to guide, record, record our fame. : 
Fit meed for thee to bear the ſhepherd's crook, 

Sock ſheep to watch and ſhut the hurdled fold, 
When Reuben's faftions courted the proud foe. 
Yond Jordan Gilead dwelt, and Dan remain'd 

Faſt in his ſhips, and Aſher in his trenches; 

But Zebulon and Nepthali upon 

The mounds of war in Jeopardy abode. 

Kings were in arms, een Canaan's, and dire 
Death, Death denouncd, nor barter'd tame for gold ; 

Heav'n was our friend, and marſhalling its ſtars 


In throng d battallions, Siſera oerthrew, T3 
- |  Kiſhon, 


(7) 

Kiſhon, fam'd Kiſhon, reating join'd the fray 

| And down his purple whirlpools bore his hoſts ; 

| ©,-O my ſoul, thou'ſt trodden on their ſtrength ! 

Their ſteeds aſtounded beat their bleeding hooves 

And hurl'd their riders groveling in the duſt. 

Curs'd be apoſtate Meroz, th' Angel ſaid, 

Becauſe they brought no ſuccour to the Lord ! 
And bleſs'd, thrice bleſs'd be Iael, Heber's wife, 

Bleſs'd above women be ſhe in the tent. 

He aſk'd for water, and ſhe gave him milk, 

She brought forth butter in a lordly diſh. 

| In her left hand the fatal nail ſhe held, 

* And in her right a pond'rous hammer took, 

And whillt he ſlumber'd, pinn'd him to the earth, 
Then with a hatchet lopp'd his head away ; 

He bow'd, he fell, he bow'd him at her feet, 

And where he bow'd, there did he fall down dead. 

His hapleſs mother aik'd and aſ{k'd her maids, 
Where, where 1s Siſera, where, where's-my ſon ? 
Ah! why ſo ſlow do lag his chariot wheels? * 


* This famous ſong is beautiful and poetical, the introduQtion grand, the digreſſions 
and confuſion natural and elevated ; but the like would appear barbarous in our days. 
The fourth verſe Milton ſeems to have converted to the cataſtrophe of Adam's entivg 
| the forbidden fruit, 

on — Some ſad debde | 
Wept at compleating of the mortal ſin.” 

' The 5th verſe is even ſublimer than the 8th of the 68th Pſalm, by the addition of the 

nobleſt conception poſſible, the mountains melting before the Lord as he paſled. Deborah' O 


gaſconade, verſe 6th and 7th, is ſpirited and brilliant. Feoparded is rather a ſlrange word. 


—Let me notice that David's Lamentation over Saul and Jonathan, is a Piece ſupreme- 
ly beautiful. Kiſhon is well introduced, not abſurdly like Scamander in Homer. The 
thought inthe 23d verſe of which chapter, the firſt of the ſecond book of Samuel, did not 
eſcape Tickell. I the rather notice this verſe, becauſe, Saul's perſecution of David 
conſidered, it is very remarkable, How highly pathetic 1s-the repetition of How are the 
mighty Janes: [ 


GOLIAH's 


/ 


Xl 


Sam, Chap. XVII. 


A champion huge, of Gath Goliah nam'd, 
Six cubits and a ſpan his giant height. 
A brazen helmet ponderous and bright 
Fenced his head, and brazen was his mail, 
Five thouſand ſheckles weigh'd the maſlly coat , 
Braſs were his greaves, a target huge of braſs 
Was ſlung behind upon his ſhoulders' breadth : 
His ſpear's long ſtaff was like a weaver's beam, 
Six hundred ſheckles weigh'd its iron head, 


And with a ſhield hke fire one march'd before him. _ 


He ſtood and cried aloud to [ſrael's bands, 
The rocks and caverns bellow'd to the: found—- 
Why let ye thus your battle in array ? 


* See Mr. Pratt's critique, in his beautiful and ſublime: of ſcripture. —This challenge | 
15 mere {imple dignity, devoid of meretricious and even poetical ornaments, unleſs per- 
haps thoſe of Hyperbole, and even in that figure-we are not informed that the earth. 
| trembled beneath Goliah's feet, as ſays Homer of Ajax; but the grandeur ts un the thing - 


itſelf. 


\ 


ORTH from the camp of the Philiſtines went 


4 GOLIAH's CHAL LEN G E GY 


Y% 


OT 


Behold: 


\ 


-- "If GL 
Behold me a Philiſtine : let your Saul | 

Save Iſrael's blood, and chuſe from out his ſlaves 
A man'that ſhall come down and combat me : 

 Theniif I fall, his ſervants we will be, 

And if I ſlay him, then he ſhall ſerve us, 

Chuſe out a man to come and combat me. 

Defiance ! Iſrael's armies I defye ; 


SOLOMON's PRAYE R, 


EAT THI 


DEDICATION or rmz TEMPLE. 
II. Chron. Chap. VI. Yerſe 14, 


],oORD God of Iſrael, there's none like to Thee 
—Inearth or 1n the heay'ns, whole plighted cov'nant 
| And facred word is firm as their foundations. 
Fulfill'd 1s thy decree: And, O our God, 

I pray thee keep that promiſe Thou did'it make 
Unto my father David, Theſe thy words — 

There ſhall not fait one of thy ſeed to fit Sh 
Upon the throne of Iſrael in my fight ; | 
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(ww C) Ne : 
If but thy children heed, obey my a oO PET 6-507 LICE 
And walk in my commandments as thou didſt. _. © 
O Lord, let this, let this, O Lord, be verified ! 
But will the Lord indeed dwell here on earth 
With men ? Behold the Heay'ns Thee not contain 
Nor heav'ns of heavy'ns ! Alas, can then this houſe ? 


| From Heav'n then hear the prayer of thy ſervant, 


That day and night thy eyes may look upon 
The mount where on Thou ſay'ſt thy name 1s ſet ; 


. From Heaven hear our prayers and ſupplications, 


And all our fad infirmities forgive ! 

When Heav'n 1s ſhut, refuſing its kind aid 

And Nature mourning wears an arid hue, 

Let pray'r from hence draw down the Southern rain : 
If blight fail o'er the plains on ſombrous wing, 
Or ſcented peſtilence pollute the ſkies, 

Let pray'r from hence drive far the direful peſt. 
Whatever wretched ſon of man black grief 
Invades, whomever hard misfortune's gripe, 

Do Thou, who know'ſt our ev'ry inward thought, 
Propitious be unto his vow fincere ; 

And een the ſtranger coming from alar, 

Struck with the boundleſs wonders of thy Name, 
The ſtranger hear, attend to his petition. 

And if diſaſtrous fate or war ſhou'd ſcourge 

Thy people Jacob for their heavy fans, 

Borne captive by a dire relentleſs foe; 

Do thou who know'ſt that not one mortal ſoul 
Throughout the ſpacious earth from ſin 1s free, 

Do Thou rememb'ing this, remember mercy, 
And back reſtore them to their promis'd land. ' 

O trom the heav'n of heav'ns, Lord, hear my words, 
And keep this fupplication in thy brealt ! 


O Lord, 


( 2 ) 

O Lord, be this thy Place belov'd for ever, 

Let thy pleas'd ſpirit here delight to dwell, 

Thy temple let thy glory's beams ſurround, 
And let thy Prieſts be cloathed with ſalvation. 
O Lord, remembering the mercies, Thou 

Did'ſt grant to David, O ne'er turn thy Face 

From thine Anointed, but prote& himalways ! * 


Jeremiah, Chap. II. Perſe 4: 


O Houſe of Jacob, hear Jehovah's word, 
O all ye tribes of Iſrael, hear neLord ! ! 
O people, did thy God you aught deceive ? 
Have I cer bade my people lies believe? 
 Rebellious as ye have forſook my fane, 
| And wander'd after your devices vain. 
Thus from your hearts my mercies do ye blot ? 
So ſoon are all your miſeries forgot ? | 
| OH For 


- * This is a noble prayer, and a: proof that wiſdom and fine writing are: quite compati- 
ble with ſimplicity. The 32d and 33d verſes are, I think, the moſt liberal that ever pro- 

* ceeded from the mouth of a Jew: and I queſtion, whether the compoſers of our Liturgy 
were not indebted to it. This ejaculation does indeed indicate Solomon's wiſdom, and. 
would incline one to think, that it could be hardly that of a narrow oppreſlor, who ſowed 
the ſeeds of the ruin of his kingdom and country. But, wiſe as he was, it 1s to be leared, 
that he thought the compliance with ceremonies, and thoſe partly Pagan, ſufficient. There 
ſeems ſomething prophetic in the deprecation. of captivity, and policy worthy of his wil-. 
dom, in marrying Pharaoh's daughter.. 


| 


ay 


For this did I by gaping pits dire, {1 | 
Beneath Death's ſhadow, famine's fangs proteft ? 
Thro' pathleſs deſarts led you whoſe, decree, 

- "Thro howling wilds and thro' the roaring ſea ? 
Slav'ry's meet ſons ! No ſooner did ſoft peace 
From Pharaoh's iron hand your ſouls releaſe, 

But ſmiling fortune did your hearts/beguile 

And Canaan's flow'ry paths ye did defile, 

By lying prophets, prieſts apoſtate nurs'd : 
Archidol, Baal above his fellows curs'd! _. 

Yet will the Lord thy God before thee plead, 

And argue with thee in fierce judgement's ſtead. 
Be darken'd, Heavens, at this, be Earth, afraid, 
In wrath and glimm'ring tempeſt be array d; 

| Iſrael has left bis God, the living ſpring 

Of ev'ry good, forev'ry evil thing. 

A ſervant thou'rt become, a homeborn ſlave, 
Walking the ſhades of death and yawning grave 
The lion's whelps roar o'er thee, lilt their yell, 

And ope upon thee like the jaws of hell, 

Noph and Tahaphanes have trod thee down, 
Broken thy ſhins and cruſh'd thy hairy crown. 
Whence, whence is this? Becauſe thouleft'it the Lord, 
Held'ſt light his promiſe and fulfilling word ; 
For this, for this, ye flubble ſought for ſtraw, 
For this your hands were in Afſyria raw, 
Becauſe proud Jacob his own proweſs boaſts, 
Nor homage pays to me the Lord of hoſts. 

In days of yore I burſt your yoke and bands, 
And, Lord, (ye ſaid) we own thy juſt commands: 


hn 


TTY 


Ah! « een then thankleſs went ye not aſtray, 
When ſhameleſs harlots crowded the highway ? 
Yet erſt I lov'd you a pure choſen race, 
Fair as the ſixth day ſhone before my face, 
Now ye do-wander, round the wide world roam, 
Adulterate and mongrels O become ! 

Now thou art ſtaind and odious to the ſight, 

| That ſoapy. cauldrons cannot waſh thee white. 
Polluted art thou not? Ahah ! the vale ! 
Vain, vain to croſs and puzzle the dire tale ! 
Like the wild aſs's bears thy luſt full ſway, 


And tho' the earth ſhould quake, thou'lt haye thy way. 


O idiots, idiots ! be aſham'd to pray, 
Bending the knee to ſtocks and ſtones to ſay, 
Ye were our fathers, ye did bring us forth, 
To you we owe our empire and our birth. 
Were thele thy truſt when Pharaoh's fury roſe, 
And bade his armed hoſts thy flight oppoſe, 
When rattled the deaf ocean on his ſhore, 
And when his grumbling waves did o'er you roar ? 
For pardon ye ſhall cry, but cry in vain, 
Behold before my face my prophets ſlain ! 
In vain did I your horrid crimes detect, 
In vain your direful frowardneſs correc, 
Who ſhall the wretched miſcreants reclaim, 
Whoſe hapleſs children liſp Baalim's name ? 
O generation, wherefore doſt thou ſay, 
That thro' a darkling labyrinth's my way? 
O ſons of Folly ! nurs d in ſtupid pride, 
That in yourſelves, your wretched ſelves confide ! 
Y* are gods forſooth, for pow'r and might aſlign'd, 
Yet tremble at the whiſtling of the wind ; 
WT 
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we learn from the goth verſe of the'fourth chapter of this propuct. 
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(14) 
Each makes his god, then aſks, Are theſe ador'd, 
And not their maker, e'en a god and lord ? 


Yet 'cauſe ye ſay ye righteouſneſs intend, _ 
The God of Heav'n to plead does condeſcend, * * 


Chap. IV. 


Iſrae], Iſrael ! If thou wilt return 
To me, no longer ſhall my anger burn: 


Ceaſe thy abominations, ceaſe, O ceaſe, 


And thou ſhalt have thy heritage in peace; 
Swear that none e'er was like Jehovah God, 


And thou ſhalt yet retain thy ſcepter'd rod ; 


The Lord commands you be no more forlorn, 
The lily leaving to embrace the thorn : 
Pollution leave, thy heart to God commend, 
And thy own God again ſhall be thy friend. 
But ah ! proclaim, and in Jerus'lem ſay, 
Blow ye the trumpet, war's.dire face diſplay, 
Haſte, haſte together, lift the hideous cry 
And into the defenced cities fly, 

To Zion's mount the rocking ſtandard bend 
Ere from the North the hurricane deſcend. 

| The- 


* The 32d verſe of this chapter, and various others, demonſtrate men and women 
kind to have always been the ſame, that dreſs and paint were known in days of yore, as 


(4) 
The dreadful lon 1s upon his way, 
Has left his den to raviſh and to ſlay, 
Thy lands lay waſte, thy cities to-efface, 
Leaving not one to tell where was their place : 
For this be girt with ſackcloth, weep and how], 
Your ray ment rend and drain the fatal bowl, 
Terror the king and princes ſhall aflail, 
Their hearts within them periſh, vitals fail; 
The prieſts aſtoniſh'd ſhall their ſhrines forſake, 
The prophets at the things they utter, quake : 
Say, where's thy mercy, promis'd peace, O Lord ? 
Now cuts the very ſoul the gliding ſword, 
The defart's burning ſands around us riſe, 
In peſtilence like ovens wrap the ſkies, - 
| In clouds ® he comes obſcuring heaven's light, 
His chariots whirlwinds are, and eagles wing his flight. 
Jeruſalem, Jaruſalem, waſh thine heart, 
For fearful o'er thee ſhake's Salvation's dart, + 
From Dan, from Ephraim the voice is heard, 
Already 1s the judgement-ſtandard reard. 
O tell the nations, O Jerus'lem tell 
That watchers come from far, diſaſtrous, fell, 
Lurking about her nodding tow'rs, ſhall ſay 
That Judah's cities deſtin'd are their prey, 
Each avenue beſet and ſpy her coaſts 
Becauſe ſhe knoweth not the Lord of Hoſts : 
For this, for this, the trumpet brays from far 
And frights her quaking ſoul with clang of war, 


And 


* He ſeems to refer to the lion, by whom 1 1s probably PHY the king of Baby low, who 
was 40 carry the Jews away. 


+ See Habakkuk, chap, £ verſe 8. 
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Deſtruftion on deſtruftion's back is'come; * 

Ten thouſand flames roar round each finking dome. 
How long ſhall war, ſhall brazen war abound?  _- 
How long ſhall madding fury burſt around ? 
E'en now the earth is without form-and void 

In chaos heap'd and utterly deſtroy'd ; 

Tremble the mountains, the high hills are fled, 

Mows blank deſtruction all with giant-tread, 

The gardens are with weeds and thorns o'ergrown, 
All beauty ſpoil'd and pleaſure overthrown. DN, 
Yet tho' the earth and ſeas be whelm'd in fire, | 
Thy days ſhall not behold my ending ire, 

But many a plague ſucceed, and many a woe, 

And long, long, long, of hell the bellows blow. 

Tho' on the neck, the painted lily lives, 

And fairneſs of a cracking ſtucco gives ; 

Tho' love with redd'ning lightnings points the eyes, 
They're now the ſtars at ſetting ſun that riſe ; 

Whilſt thou ſhalt in the pangs of travel lie, 

. And to deaf Heav'n for death, unceaſing cry. + 
Chap, 


* Ruin upon ruin, rout on rout. - MiLTox. 


+ Though the interſe&ions of the ſcriptural lyle are, perhaps, favourable to rbyme, 
I will among other paſlages, attempt the fifth chapter following, which much reſembles 
the fourth, in blank: they are both very noble parts of this very poetical prophet, The 
reader who wiſhes to aſcertain the merits of blank verſe, will find them admirably diſplayed 
by Mrs. Montagu in her defence of Shakeſpeare againſt V oltaire, in her compariſon of 
Cinna. God's anger, which ſeemed appealed. at the beginning of the fourth chapter, 
returns. | 
An odd fimile enters my head reſpetting the inequalities of all great poets; the de- 
lightful effett of a peal of bells on our ears, proceeding from the varying undulations of 
the air of which the full returning ſound after It has been for a while ſcarcely heard, 1s 
charrfitng. $ 
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| Chap, | V. 


RUN o'er the land, and ſee if can be found 

A man that loveth judgement, juſtice, truth, 
And for his ſake Jerus'lem ſhall have pardon. 
Tho' ye do own the living God, him call 
To witneſs by his name, ye-falſely ſwear. 

Loves not Jehovah truth, and blaſts from high, 
The perjur'd tongue, tho' it be braſs, tho' rock 
"The forehead. be, thus ſpurn'd his kind correQion ? 
Wherefore a roaring lion ſhall come forth 
From the deep foreſt, evening wolves ſhall prowl, 
A ſpotted leopard ſhall beſet the ways, 

| And tear in pieces him that paſſeth by ; 

'Tis more than mercy's ſelf can eer endure. 

Soon as relenting Heay'n did ſmile upon you, 
Soon as fair plenty ſets your hearts at eaſe ; 
Then luxury and wantonneſs ſucceed, 

Unbridled as fed horſes ye are ſeen; 

Luſtful, each neighing for his neighbour's wife. 
Do not theſe things my viſitation aſk ? | 
Shall not my vengeance wake, yet curb. midway 
DeſtruQtion's courſe ? Perdition ſhall not yet _ 
Bear bounds "OT and drain the depths of fate, * 


E *,..00 treacherous 


*-It will be perhaps thought, that I have put a forced ſenſe on the 27th verſe of the 
| fourth chapter and on the 20th of this, I hope I have; yet it is a ſome what corref- | 
-Pondent one, though not running on all fours. 54 
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.O treacherous and baſe !- the ram of war 
Shall lay your gorgeous battlements in duſt. 
Tujh! ye have faid, 2t is not he ; avaunt ! 

Nor ſword nor famine ſhall approach our walls, 
My prophets are as wind, regarded not, 
Jehovah's word does naught with you prevail : 
But it ſhall make you ears: * E'en now a nation, 
A nation mighty, warlike, of ſtrange dreſs, 

| With arms and armour ſtrange, ſhall come upon you, 
| In chariots ſtrange ſhall thunder at your gates, 

In jargon ſtrange ſhall bid you all be ſlaves, iP 

In buſkins ſtrange ſhall tread upon your necks ; 
Becauſe ye have not known the Lord your God. 
Dreadful their battle ! Death ſits on his ©. * | RE 
Flies in each ſhaft and lurks within each quiver. _ 
Your lands they ſhall o'errun,, ſhall eat your bread, 
Shall pluck it from your childrens hungry maw, 
Your vines and fig-trees, flocks and herds deyour, 
Shall lay your cities ſmoaking in the duſt : 
And this becauſe ye have forſaken me . 
And wander'd after ſtrange and idle gods ; 
Yet ſhall not come'the end, nor hell exhauſt 
His ſtores of ſulphur yet and ceaſe to roar. 
Hear this, O ſtupid people ! who have eyes. 
To ſee, but ſee not, ears, "but not to hear. _ 
Who trull'd the way ward earth, who ſcoop'd t the bed 
Of ſpacious ocean, girds its tolling tide Bs 
| Did idols this? Did Baal rooted. = 
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The rocky cliff that ſtems the wat' ry world ; "\_ R its 


But to revolt, rebellion is your joy. : 


* Shall make its hearers ears. ab; 1.0 53S gaUN01 HH OG Eey.,” 
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, Ye ſay not, Let us love the Lord'6ur God, 

Who ſends the former and the latter Yan, © 

Who warms the teeming ſpring, the ſummer "TEN 
Harveſt embrowns, enſures the golden year. 
Virtue is fled, and gratitude'is driven” 

From out the world, your ſins blot all, and caſt 
A night of darkneſs'oer your Hharden'd hearts ; 


Deceit and guile bear ſway, the harmleſs foul © to 


And friend ſincere become the villain's prey, 
A bribe has made the pamper'd miſcreants fat, 

| Their faces ſhine ; the ſeats of juſtice ſhun 

The widows tears, and ſpoiled'orphan ſpurn : af 
Do not theſe things my viſitation aſk ?' 

A wond'rous horrid thing affrights the land : 


The prophets falſehood ſpeak, the prieſts conſent,. 


My people it approves, 'tis dreadful all; 
To direful iflue do theſe omens tend! F.: 
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Chap. XVII. From the 1/7 to the 5th Verſe incluſive. 


I. 
A PEN of i iron: Judah's crimes , _ 
And a dr mond's point ſhall write, P 
Fate ſhall be vain and rolling time's 
| Shrowd to put her deeds to flight, 
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A PETE tablet ſhall ivory 
All ber ing an eagletireſ conird) quia) 5M ave 


Graven in blood, when Zign' $. mount 
With her glitt ring ſpires 1 IS Mes 
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5 bak wits 8 zi) 190% _ TIX 3:11 19HO Mot! 
| How ſhall how hapleſs children moons) to fin A 


Pleaſure where was,wontto rave | : d 9litrm bas : 
| Where was the riviet, all's / = =o Fon ond nai) 
- Dumb the fount ws; gone the grove . 


Thus faith the Lord, Acouried wag JET 
They. that truſt in wretched man, - 
Who regard not my Decree, __ exp. 2 

x Ruling ere.the world Os: nll Mt 2:50 

V. 
They ſhall behold awak'd an ire, -._. 
_ That their ſtrength to duſt ſhall turn, 

Kindled within my breaſt a fire 
That eternally ſhall burn! 


- 
i 


2. 
, ir 


Chap. XX. Verſe 14: 


| #! | 
Be DUST the day that; gave me birth, PLE TN 
— Be blotten from the circling pear,” 


Nor more, malignant ſhrowd the earth, 
And blaſt th' ethereal ſphere! 
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IT. 
| Cured be the eager wretch that brought 
"The tidings to my Joyful fire, * 
Curs'd be the goſlip with it fraught 
Whoſe tongue a mill wou'd tire! _ 
ST RO r4d, _”-:: 
May the dire miſcreant find the fate - 
Of ſmoaking cities ruin-hurl'd, 
Of whom 'tis hideous to relate, 
Horrific to the world !. 
| ER | (TRE 
Becauſe he ſlew me not in th' womb, 
Becauſe he did not ſtop my breath, 
Becauſe he ſunk me not a tomb, 
— The ſummons to kind death. 
Ah, wretched me ! why was I born, 
Labour-and care, and grief to know, 
Expos'd to pride, contempt and ſcorn, 
A warning, and a ſhow ?* 


We Chap. 


* Let not any think, I mean to burleſque this complaint, which much reſembles the 
third chapter of Job. Every obſerver of nature knows that perſons in anger or trouble, 
' think of things commonly held ludicrous, with very diflerent ſenſations, which are no 
laughable matters to them ; and how unreaſonable and unjuſt men in paſſion are, ſaying, 
wiſhing, and doing what they are ſorry for five minutes afterwards. Moreover, in other 
places of ſcripture, we ſometimes meet with very pungent ridicule intended as ſuch, 

The Duke of Buckingham ſaid, that the books of Homer, which were indeed the 
ſcripture of the age, in which they were written: but had his Grace made his affirma” 
tion of the bible, it would have been in nearly all reſpetts true, 
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Chap. XXV: Perſe 30. 


| J- - 
PHE Lord, of Jacob's happineſs the fount, 

His children late ſo pleas'd, his ſons, his tribes to count, 
In angry thunders roars aloud and ſhakes pale Zion's mount. 

| I. OY, 

. To earth's remoteſt ends the ſound is ſped, by 
Her high hills nod and rock her battlements with dread, 
With lightnings of the firmament th' Almighty's arm is red. 


Wo GET 
To earth's fix'd poles ſhall penetrate the ſound, 
In controverſy great the Lord will it confound, [rebound. 
From earth to heaven, from heaven to earth, his judgements ſhall 
: IV. | | | 


God faith, a ſpirit with terrific ſtride 
Shall bamſh Hymen's fongs, the bridegroom and the bride, 
A whirlwind ſhall go forth and o'er the ſeas and mountains ride. 
V. Lp 
"The world ſhall be ſurcharg'd with bloated lain, 
'That not the jaws of death and tomb ſhall them contain ; 
The corpſes ſhall be horrible, ſhall lth and es remain, 
VI. 
Ye ninth how], and lift a Mieors cry, 
Like joyous ſailors ſhout and way ward gambols try, 
Hail, hail, upon a pleaſant gale, to hell's broad harbour fly. * 
Chap. 


 ® The latter part of the g4th verſe with which this ode concludes, ſeems to be a taunt, 
otherwiſe the natural deduRion and inference ſeem' not to apree, which indeed is no* 


| always the caſe; wallgw is uſed aftively with little propriety. 
In 


Le | Chap. XXX1. to the x4th Verſe: 


% 


;Þ 
Yer, yet ſhall Iſrael ſtill be mine, 


The remnant of my ire, 
Safe on my mercy ſhall recline ; 
See ends my fury's fire. 
| "Ih 
Thus did the Lord declare to me;. 
His prophet lov'd of old, 
Tell, tell the people my decree, 
Again they are my fold. 
III. 
Again Jeruſalem ſhall ſhine, 
Her turrets meet the ſkies, 
Again her temple be divine, 
Eo Again her glory riſe. 
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IV. Again 


In the following chapter, verſe 14, are recorded the arguments of the elders, drawn 
from precedent, whether Jeremiah ought to be puniſhed with death for propheſying againſt 
Jeruſalem, whereby he was acquitted. capitally, notwithſtanding Uriah had been executed, 
perhaps hecauſe he had fled, from what they called juſtice, on which account probably the 
Lord reprobated and forſook him. In the laſt verſe, Jeremiah paſſes to himſelf in the 
third perſon. Generally the ſcriptural writers ſeem to take a pleaſure in changing the 
perſons, ſometimes perpetually. Thoſe who do not perceive a ſpirit of ſatire and irony 
_ to benot infrequent in them, are, I preſume, not very ſagacious, yet not ſo deplorably 
ignorant and abſurd, as thoſe vile ignorant wretches, who haye cauſed deluges of blood to 
be ſhed, becauſe they did not know what-1s a metaphor. 


IV. 
Again. when paſt tie toils of war, 
Her virgins ſhall be ſeen, 
To greet their loves with dance from far, 
With tabrets wake the green, 
| To -.- 
Still on Samaria's mountain top 
Shall ſpread the tendnil'd 2: 
Still ſhall it flouriſh or its prop, 
As water plenteous wine 
; VI. 
| Planted again On | Ephraim's mount, 
The watchman's enſigns fly, 
Again they cry (and trophies "_ 
To Zion, Zion ue, 
VII. 
The Lord MOONS; lift high the Gong, 
Of Jacob's glory ſing, 
Let each glad vale the floods among 
Your God's ſalvation ring. 
Val: :- 
Behold 1 bring you from the North, 
The lame, the blind, the old, 
From bonds of ſlav'ry ſhall come forth, 
To form my lfrael's fold. 
IX, 
Sorrowing, hoppliane ſhall ye come = 
Along the guiding ſtream, 
Yeara with glad tears for your dear home, 
While plays the lunar beam, 


'X, Ye 


(25) 
oN SES, M_ 
Ye nations, hear Jehovah's word, 
Whoſe love ſhall never fail, 
String, ſtring the lyre with one accord, 
Hail, hail, old Zion, hail ! 
| 2.7 
Again her tow'rs ſhall rock with joy, 
Joy burſt the crowded choir, 
God bids mirth reign without alloy, 
And does himſelf inſpire. 
; | XII. 
Viands and fragrant wine and oil 
Shall ev'ry ſoul tranſport ; 
O1d, young ſhall bid adieu to toil, 
To daily feaſts reſort. 
i SRO XIII. 
The vial, tabret, and the dance, 
All grief, all care controul, 
Each thought the rapture ſhall enhance 
And captive lead the ſoul. 
XIV. 
Nor ſhall the prieſts all pleaſure fly, 
And happineſs diſmiſs, * 
But the commandment ſo apply 
That they may ſhare the bliſs, * 
2665 OED Feremiali's 
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* There appears in this chapter, a difficulty ariſing from the mention, firſt of Jeruſa- 
lem as it ſeems, and afterwards of Samaria, whether Judah, or the ten'revolting tribes? 
are meant, or rather Iſrael at large, which laſt conftrution ſeems the beſt, if the ſourteen 

firſt verſes are deemed a propheſy of” the future reſtoration of the Jews at that 
time ſo powerful. It ſeems wonderful and incredible that Jeroboam and Abijah 
ſhould marſhal twelve hundred thouſand men, though, like more modern armies, I 

| | ſhould 
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Chap. XXXII. From the 17th to the 24th Yerſe incluſive. 


H, Lord our God ! Thy Me OY pow'r has made 
'The earth and heavens, there's nothing hard to Thee» 
' Naught in thy ſight 1impollible, O Lord, 
The Great, the Mighty, Lord of Hoſts, thy Name ! 

Thou 


ſhould think the numbers more nominal than real. They ſeem to have been greatly de- 
lighted with grandeur and the marvellous, and acquainted with the licence of poetry, 
or rather unacquainted with its confined rules, though the greateſt poets in the world. 
Solomon's great qualities were allayed by his opprefliveneſfs ; and able as he was, I think 
David was his ſuperior, all in all; becauſe among the qualities that raiſed him to a 
throne from a private man, he poſſeſſed the proweſs, wherewith he conquered Goliah ; 
and Solomon, like Czſar Auguſtus, enjoyed the ſplendour of power derived from 
another. Some have cavilled with the hiſtory of the Bible ; obſerving, that the Jews 
are ſaid therein, to have been carried away by the Aſſyrian, ' after the Aſſyrian empire 
was ceaſed ; becauſe they are ſaid to have been carried away by the Babylonians after 
that period, according to Bolingbroke, twelve years, It, however, appears from the 17th 
and 18th verſes of the fiftieth chapter of this prophet, that the Jews had been previouſly 
overthrown, by the Aſſyrians. Bolingbroke and other free | Dn alas deſerve attention, | 
when in their beſt humours. _ +4 | 
In the confuſed ſcripture hiſtory, fome accounts — to have dropped Fa the clade 
a5 the detached one of Abaſuerus in the book of Eſther : nevertheleſs it is extremely 
valuable, being to ſacred tradition, what Homer is to prophane. One circumſtance, that 
among others, puzzles this early hiſtory, 1s, the equivocal appellation of Chaldeans, from 
that nation's pre-eminence in wildom and occult knowledge, bewy given to the w/e 
men, 


i) 


"Thou from thy throne behold'(t each. ſon of man, 
Thine eye pervades the. world, and ſees from high 
His heart, each thought that works within his breaſt. 
Thou wonders wrought'it amid pale Egypt's land, 

| | And 


men, who were, probably, alfo prieſts of the empire: ſuch were thoſe whom Nebucha- 
nezzar conſulted on his dream, afterwards interpreted by Daniel; in hke manner, as if 
theſe days, fortune-tellers are denominated Egyptians. But a more important and radi- 
cal error, attended with inexplicable confuſion, if not reftified, is the miſtake of almcRt all 
the tranſlators, according to Sir Walter Raleigh, of rendering Chuſh, a kingdom of Arabia, 
Ethiopia, countries totally different and very diſtant. That the ſcripture-hiſtory is ground- 
ed on awful truth, the Jews themſelves, a wonder that cannot be too often rehearſed, 
are at this day a proof before.our eyes. And let it be remarked, that Bolingbroke who 
ſo tickles for ſubjeQing ſacred writ to the lame criterion of examination with profane, 
repeatedly contends that the difficulties and inconſiſtencies in the latter, are not to be 
' pleaded for its general rejefttion. But when men ot' ſearching genius find churchmen 
abſolutely impenetrable, determined to make plain every difhiculty, and to have all their 
own way; when they ſee their wit employed on them, like a razor on the block of arbi- 
. tary orthodoxy, they are exaſperated beyond meaſure, and precipitated into extremes ; 
and thus his lordſhip, not inimical to divines in politics, but ſoured by diſſappointment, 
fell to. hacking and hewing. | There 11s a variety of other ſtanding marks of authenticity 
as from cuſtoms therein mentioned, which continue to this day; the rejoicings at the 
time of vintage forinſtance. It appears from many circumſtances, that the ancient orien- 
taliſts well underſtood both magnificent and elegant pleaſures ; with which they mixed 
the barbariſm of ſavages, like the French in the time of Lewis XIV. Ahab ereQted an 
ivory houſe. On ſucceſs in war, virgins uſed to go forth, ſinging and dancing to welcome 
_ the viftors; an admirable expedient, it muſt be confeſſed, to promote valour, and im- 
proved on by the policy of Mahomet, who wiſer in his generation than the children of 
light, ſuperadded the dottrine of fatality, and that of beautiful women being ready to 
catch in their arms, in Paradiſe, thoſe who ſhould fall in fight. The latter part of this 
prophet, conſiſts of prophely and hiſtory, hand in hand : he foretells, and then relates 
the accompliſhment of his predictions ; and at the forty-ſixth chapter breaks out again 
into poetry, at the deſcription of the overthrow of Pharaoh by Nebuchadnezzar, whoſe 
territories were, it ſeemed, invaded by a mighty army of the Egyptians: I ſay overthrow 
of the Egyptian army, for Egypt could not be ſubdued in the battles related in that chap- 
ter, wherein Jeremiah goes back in hiſtory, ſor it appears, that the ſeat of this war was 
not in Egypt, from the mention of Euphrates, &c. chap. forty-third and forty-ſixth, yet 
| Y ; \ by 


fs 
And in the deſert ledeſt Iſrael's tribes, * 
By a white ſmoak and by a guiding flame, 

With mighty hand, arm ſtretched out, and terror ; 
Unto the land thy promiſe firm'd of old, 


Canaan, 


by a miſtake in the title-contents of the chapter, Egypt is ſaid to be conquered ; but the 
faft is, Pharaoh returned one of the viſits made him from- the Eaſt, paſſing to the Eu- 
phrates to fight Carchemiſh: II. Chron. xxxv. 20. ; beſides, this war is ſaid to have hap- 
pened in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, which was but at the very time when God de- 
nounced the deſtruttion of Jeruſalem. Moreover, Pharaoh raiſed the ſiege thereof 
after that period, ſubſequently to which,” or the returh of the Egyptians to their own 
country, Nebuchadnezzar conquered the Jews, and took Jeruſalem. According with 
human viciſſitudes and the nothingneſs of all ſublunary things, the Jews were now ſo at- 
tached to Egypt, that the commandment of God himſelf prevailed not with the remnant 
of the captivity, to continue at home in Judah, to poſſeſs it in ſome degree, as promiſed 
them on their obedience, chap. xlu. but according to ſome, they were ſo outrageous as even 
to murder Jeremiah for urging their obedience : and, what is remarkable, God, offended 
at their refuſal, 1s now repreſented calling Nebuchadnezzar, who indeed ſeems to have 
poſſeſſed ſome worthy qualities together with his tyranny, his ſervant, as his inſtrument to 
chaſtiſe them. The circumſtance of the Jews being the choſen people of God, evinces 

| that of mankind bad are the beſt. As to Nebuchadnezzar's grazing, it underſtood lite- 
rally, ſeems marvellous. Thofe times ſeem to have formed a' wonderful epocha: the 
Jews aflifted by their old cruel tyrants, the Egyptians, yet ſubdued and carried away 
captive by the Babylonians ; at the point, almoſt, of the overthrow of the Babylonian em- 
pire itſelf by Cyrus, the Perſian. Indeed it ſeems, that Pharaoh-Necho deiended Judah 
| againſt Nebuchadnezzar for ſome time, as his own dominion by conqueſt, which he had 
diſpoſed of to what kings he pleafed, ſo that Nebuchadnezzar did not properly ſubdue 
the Jews, for they were already conquered, but wreſted them from this Pharaoh. Al- 
though the Median monarchy was in a manner uniyerſal for a time, as it ſeems, under 
Darius the Mede, and the Babylonian entirely ſo, after the deſtruttion of Nineveh ; 
neither the Median, nor Babylonian with the Chaldean, have obtained the appellation of 
univerſal, nor did the Egyptian, though very powerſul and extenſive ; yet the Grecian 
did, either before or after Alexander's death. Sir Walter Raleigh was of opinion, that 
the ark reſted on mount Taurus, and that the embryo of empire ſince the flood was 
Indian. But he thought that the Antediluvians had, through their longevity, extended 
wide over the world. Thoſe who wiſh to ſearch into ancient Afiatic monarchy, will be 
agrecably entertained by” the _ppencin to Sir Iſaac Newton's Chronology, collefted chiefly 
{rom 


F "AM } 
Canaan, with joy, with milk and honey flowing : 
They. came, poſleſs'd it, happineſs complete. 
Then, then 'they went aſtray, forgot their God, 
That hand which high had*flVd their cup. of bliſs: 
Therefore the mounds of war are rang'd around, 
The fierce Chaldeans bring a tempeſt on them, 
The ſword is brandiſh'd over them, Famine ſcreams, 
| And peſtilence cadav'rous heaps the ways.* 
- RE ons - Chap. 


from- ſcripture. I have ſaid that Jeremiah goes back; which a critic'in ſcripture, wko 
obſerves John the Divine, making a much longer retrograde ſtride, on comparing his 18th 
chapter with the 5oth of this prophet, and the deſcription of the temple of Jeruſalem in St. 
John's 21M, will not wonder at. Shakeſpeare's compariſon of Julius Czeſar to a Coloſſus, 
is well ir forvg to the eccentrically ſublime and all-comprehenfſive penmen of inſpiration. 
In the 46th chapter of this prophet, ie anger of God 15 made to turn againſt the Egyp- 
tians, for no very apparent reaſon, but to introduce a poetical deſcription, and.agli 
miah is got in his career, he keeps it up to the end of the chapter. On tht 
particular uncertainties in ſcripture conſidered, the general ſcope alone is to be princi- 
pally regarded, and the endleſs diſputes about texts, are idle, and as truly as humourouſly 
termed ſhadow-fighting. Of thoſe times it ſeems vain to attempt to trace the particu- 

| lars, which like the ſmall fiſh may be ſuffered toeſcape, if the larger are held, and the baſis 
of the word of God and religion are ſecured. Nebuchadnezzar at length ſubdued Egypt. 

In the 8th verſe of the giſt chapter of Jeremiah, zravaz/ is evidently applied to a wo- 

man travelling with her child lately born.” Indeed I could never underſtand why women 
big with child are ſaid to be in travail. _ 


* There is in the 17th verſe of the g4th chapter a ſevere antitheſis, as aſcribed to God, 
Ve would not proclaim lberty, every oneto hes brother and every one to his neighbour, there- 
fore 1 proclaim a liberty to the ſword, peſiilence, and famine. In a ſimilar ſpirit, God is 
repreſented to ſay in the 5th chapter of this prophet, verſe 19 ; Ye have ſerved firange 
Gods, therefore ye ſhall ſerve kan. men. 


} 


_— w— -- 
A 4 ee at Z * ow . - =_ _ \ . Y LU 0 : 
Cena Ai F - Ps , as. _ EOS <A + woo a \ . \ _ = 
- . "mag ewe, edna I 2. _ $orb Ar = £ + _ wp - = F3 0h, - Sg 6 _ — _ : 
s ow l Wc he” —AXL og & 2 ”y Le a 7 Pre FP, — —  — > qe ae — = 
- we dn, _ - #+ * 4 YZ be. 7 ———_ > l x Yn "i _ x [0 F 
an hs i od —_ ; LI RI hr; _— _ AT. A9T, «8. MO RF vi_g nn Pro S 
y! W REY Noe >. — p _ Pn _= _ ” _ pe _ 


- 
_ OY" p 


7 Ws a PE — _— Abs 
[IE wy" - - - -- 
a» vaio, \ 9 ; Ag  & + &- hs 
as. 


5 7 
. aq a - SS a — GR wwe ro omen Tamer. oo os ooo - _ My —— 
4 0 
4 


2 (GAINST Pharaoh's hoſt and warring ſword, 


Why ſo haſty do they run 


-Tho' they fly, (nor look behind,) 
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| Chap. i XLVI: XLVII FA 


IRREGULAR] 


Thus came to me Jehovah's word. 
Fit the buckler, rear the ſhield, 
Beat the hoof the duſty field, _ 
Ranks in furbiſh'd ſteel diſplay, 
Set the battle in array. 


Py 


Back unto their Southern ſun ? 


Swifter than Arabia's wind, 
They ſhall rue their coming forth 


'To the regions of the North ? 


From your Nile-fed clime from far, 
Egypt, lead your ſable war, __ 

Let your helms wave, banners fly, 
And with ſhouts refound the ſky ? 
Lybia, Lydra aid your might, 

Fletch their arrows for the fight, 
With ſword and ſhield that horrorbray, 
To Euphrates point their way, 

Ere their battle ſunder-driven 


Loud declare the wrath of heaven. 


*Tis 


* See 32d chap. in particular, of Ezekiel. 


ir” 31) 
"Tis a facrifice of blood _ 
Faſt by red Euphrates' flood ; 
Ere the thunder rattles on - 
They are ſmote, and ſwept, and gone, 
Pharaoh's but a ſolar gleam, 
A noiſe, a ſhadow, and a dream. 
Sure as Tabor's cloud-capt tree, 
Sure as Carmel ſcents the ſea, 
| Daughter of Egypt, O:prepare 
 Slavry's march to try afar : 
Deſolation's angels haſte, 
Flow'ry Noph to make a waſte. 
| Late fo freſh, ſo wanton, gay, 
Like the heifer that does ſtray, 
Cropping the freſh dew of May, 
The hirelings fatten'd on her land, 
Laughing aloud at her command : 
For why ? becauſe the time was come 
To ſink to duſt her haughty dome. 
Yet fear not, Iſrael, truſt in me, 
And confide in my decree : 
Tho' Babylon's avenging ire 
Thy Pharaoh's ſtrength {hall whelm i in fire, 
Babel too ſhall in her turn | 
For her ſlaughter'd children yearn, 
Whilſt mid* brazen war's alarm 
Thee ſhall guard Jehovah's arm *. 
Chap, 


* Whether the Jews owed their partial return home to the conqueſt of Cyrus, is not 
certain z it ſeeming that Nebuchadnezzar at laſt uſed Jehoiakim very kindly at Babylon, 
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Chap. XLVIE 


Ree PHESE the words that to me carne 
Wo | E'er Pharaoh Gaza wrapp'd in flame. ty, TI 
Hark ! the rivers of the'North Ts, . 
Ruſh from their beds reſiſtlefs forth ; z . ; 
Hark ! they thunder down each ſteep, 
With rage unbounded, all locks, foreſts, cities ſweep. 
As the tumbling torrents roll 
*Stoniſh'd mortals Try and how], 
Champions ſtamp and heralds roar, 
Quake the realms from ſhore to ſhore, 
Chariots ruſh and horſemens ſhock 
 Claſhing bound from rock to rock, 
Tyrus, Zidon, Capthor, hurl'd, 
Leave tempeſtuous the world. 
Ah, Philiſtines.! Samfon now TTY 
Lays your glitt'ring turrets low, 
Gaza, Aſhkelon, forbear, 
Vain! 'tis vain your fleſh to tear. 
O thou quiv'ring vengeful ſword, | 
Dread miniſter of God Jehovah's word, 
Ceaſe empurpled, ceale to reek; * 
And the peaceful ſcabbard ſeek. , 
Wilt thou ne'er? No: ne'er thou wilt 
Say, enough of blood 1s ſpilt. * 
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LAMENTATIONS. 


* The 6th verſe of this chapter has, I think, been noticed as peculiarly ſublime. The 
_ general charatter of Jeremiah is pathos ; of Iſaiah, ſublimity. I was precluded from touch- 
ing on Iſaiah, not ſo much by the nature of Dr. Lowth's verſion, as by its excellence. 


LAMENTATION:S. 


Chap. I. to the 7th Verſe incluſive. 


| = bald chang'd, how chang'd ! how ſolitary is | 
The city, erſt ſo populous and gay ! = 
| How is ſhe widow'd, how is the fair queen 
Conſpicuous 'mong the nations, quick become 
Forlorn, ah, tributary to her foes ! 
Each ſuitor in her ſunſhine wont to baſk 
And ſoothe her ſlumbers with his ſerenade, 
Has left her, and ſought out a happier love : 
She ſpends the night in tears, her grief-{woln eyes 
Scald with a briny flood her furrow'd cheeks. 
Judah is captive made : dire lay'ry's fangs 
Have graſp'd her ſons and daughters, heathen lands 
Confine Jehovah's faithful ; at the ſtreights, 
The teeth of war ſeized Benjamin's true tribe. 
The ways of Zion mourn, becauſe none came 
Unto the ſolemn feaſts ; her prieſts lament 
The empty gates in bitterneſs, the virgins 
No more tune high the ſounding cymbal's praiſe. 
From $S1on's daughters beauty's fled, her ſons 
Are like the famiſh'd hart, that finds no paſture, 
And hears no wat'ry muſic from the hill, 
Ei: | Ruſh 
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Ruſh ſadly on her mind her paſt delights 


And ſharper make her miſery; to pangs, 
To ſev'nfold pangs her buried joys are turn'd. 


Her citadels, her ſun-refleQting ſpires, 


Her foreſts tall, her flow'r-enamel'd lawns 


Haunt her captivity ; to hear revil'd 
Her temple and her ſabbaths, rends the ſoul. * 


"Chap. 1I. We "OR 


O*® Zion hangs a cloud, the Lord incens'd 
Has flung a ſhroud about her orient hill, 

Rememb'ring not his footſtool in his wrath. 

In ruin he has hurl'd her glitt'ring tow'rs, 

Her houſes, fanes, and battlements are fall'n, 


 Tumbled in heaps, and imoaking on the ground. 


4 


Smote 


* In verſe 3, without doubt, ſome ſtrazghts were e ſignified; but I am not antique 
geographer ſufficient to point them out. 

The little tribe of Benjamin, and the great one of Judah, were the two which did not 
revolt to Jeroboam, ſon of Nebat. The ſcriptural writers loved to vary names; 
thus they call the natives at one time, Iſrael, at another, Jacob, at another, Judah, at 
another, Jeruſalem, at another, Sion or Zion, &c. and ſometimes, alſo vary the ap- 
pellation of other nations ; which has a PRIen though confuled effe, 


(3) 


Smote® is the ſtrength of Iſrael, He has turn'd 
His hand that brandiſh'd o'er her foes the ſword, 
Turn'd on herſelf its red tempeſtuous blade. 
Jehovah is her foe, with quenchleſs rage 

Has wrapp'd her domes and palaces 1 in fire: * 
"The roofs ſo wont his praiſes to reſound, 

To lamentations are reſponſive now, Ds 4 
_ Redoubled are her miferies and grief, F} Co 
Sorrow on ſorrow heap'd, and woe on woe. | _ 
The law's no more, 'tis gone ; her princes, king 
E'en gentiles are become, no prophets now 
Immortal viſions tell the wond'ring world. Þ 
Proud $S10n's daughters fit upon the ground | br 
Silent and downcalſlt, rolling in the duſt, ! 
Girded with ſackcloth, ah, Jerus'lem's virgins ! np 
Their heads hung down diſconſolate to earth. _ 
My eyes oerflow with tears, my bowels yearn 'Y 
For the poor children gaſping in the ways : 
The helpleſs innocents cry loud for food, 


Preſling with little hands the ſhrivell'd breaſt. w 1 

Jeruſalem, with thee, what can compare ? EE LESS: q 

To what, to what, ah! ſhall I iKen thee ? | 1 | 
 Tonaught, to naught: Thy miſery is matchleſs, 1 | 


Such wretchedneſs as thine aſtounds the earth, 
Thy trouble's like the boiſt'rous tofling ſea, 
Thou can'it not find companion of thy woe. 2 
Thy fooliſh prophets, propheſy in vain; | | " 
They wilt not the dire caule, that 'tis thy ſins x I 
Bring headlong all this flood of ill upon thee. 
The paſlengers upbraid thee, clap their hands, 
They laugh and hiſs, and taunting wag their heads, 

Exulting 


01 think /mote a better word than /mm1, 
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Exulting 1 in proud triumph ope upon thee, 

|  Gnaſhing their teeth, and mimicing thy ſulf rings. 
1 « Was this the parragon, the charming City's. 

8 | « The earth's perfection, beauty of the world? * 
| «* Ah, ah! the time 1s come, the day's arriv'd, 

| «© We ſee it with our eyes, the joyful day 


4 « Declar'd by God himſelf, truumph complete ! 
= * See, ſee, we tread upon their roofs of gold.” 
1 | Therefore, O daughter, ope the briny ſluices, 
Þ Let, day and night, the tear inceſſant {lide; 

| At eve begin to weep, and let the morn 


Invade with painful beams thy waſted eyes. 


U This is a diſmal day : diſmay and terrors, 
| | | The terrors of our God affright the ſoul ! + 
= : : 
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| = bad dim the burniſh'd gold, alas, how chang'd ! 
How are thy jewels caſt about the ſtreets ? 

The precious ſtones of Zion trod beneath 

The dirty foot, like the vile potter's earth. 


— <4 


Sea- 


* Seilicet et rerum faQta eft pulcherrima Roma, 


| 
| 
| + It does not clearly appear __ the diſcourle 1 in this chapter returns : but I ſuppoſe 
b: 7 at the eighteenth verſe. I have moreover in my verſion, conjoined the beginning of 
3 | ' the ſixteenth with the beginning of the fifteenth, in order to give unity to the exultation 
F | of the enemies of the Jews. 
| : 
: 


k. 


OB Cn) 

Sea-monſters nurſe their young with eager fondneſs, 
But ſavage Judah's daughters ſpurn them from them 
And like the oftrich leave them to the winds, 

'To the deaf ſeas, and to the rugged rocks. 

They that on dainties fed, dire hunger feel, 
Thoſe cloath'd in ſcarlet fit upon the dung-hills, 
Naked and ſqualid grovel in the duſt : 

Late like the driven ſnow, like milk, like pearl, 
Ruddy as rubies, poliſh'd as the ſapphire, 
| Their viſage now is horrid, and their ſkin 
Cleaves to their bones, dry, wither'd as a ſtick, 

More curs'd than Sodom plung'd in {wift deſtruction. 

Better to periſh by the reeking {word 
Than ſhrink in ling'ring torments, to be ſlain 
Than eye gaunt Famine ſtalk upon the plains, 

Than ſee the wretched mother pierce her child 


And gulph the fleſh again into her womb. * 
| | EZEKIEL 


* The tenth verſe in particular of this chapter is even more dreadful than Jaſon's 


Wiſh, or Cymbeline. 
It appears from the laſt chapter, verſe fourth, that it was Lina as great calamity to 


buy wood as water, and that they were both in common, 

If depreciators of the ſcriptural writers contend that their works are a chaos, let them 
attend to the extravagancies of Homer, wildneſſes of Pindar, inequalities of Shakeſpear, 
and Milton's jumble of Heaven, Earth, and Hell, remembering withal the obligations of 
the two latter at leaſt, to the ſcriptural fountains for their capital beauties, 
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Ezexier and John the Divine have ſuch remarkable reſemblance, that it cannot be 
doubted that one was, in ſome meaſure, the model of the other. There is ſuch a pecu- 
liar dignity of ſimplicity, ſuch an extraordinary and wonderful mixture of minuteneſs with 
ſublimity in the firſt chapter, that deſpairing of ſucceeding 1 in it, I paſs it over, but will 
eſſay the tenth. Milton doubtleſs had them in his des in theſe lines, in the account of 
the AeWnk's vittory : 
« At once the ſour ſpread out their ſtarry wings 
« With dreadful ſhade contiguous, and the orbs 
« Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the ſound 
« Of torrent floods, or of a num'rous hoſt ; 
yet they diſagree with, nay, contradi&t Ezeziel, in both his firſt and tenth chapter, who 
expreſsly ſays the wheels did not turn round. Milton alſo adopted the imagery of 
{ix wings aſcribed to Raphael, ſrom the Revelation. 
Daniel appears the moſt authentic of all the prophets, in that his narrations are tem- 
| perate and ſober, without unconnetied flights of fancy and declamation. His propheſy 
of Alexander particularly 1s exatt and circumſtantial : chap. xi. His third chapter 
and others are admirable, the repetitions ſupremely ſimple, magnificent, and beautiful ; 
the ſeventh is extremely ſublime and reſembling the Revelation ; and none of the ſa- 
cred books more clearly demonſtrate that true ſublimity needs not the ſupport of inver- 
ſions or laboured harſhneſs, nor indeed of numbers. If my eſſays are of any value, it. 
| may conſiſt in conveying a taſte of the ſacred writings by an elucidatory adaption to 
modern habit; for I apprehend that an idea of uncouthneſs hinders many from per- 
ceiving the excellencies of the ſacred writings, and even deters them from-reading them, 
at the ſame time, that the ſtale and unintereſting manner of divines in commenting them, 
tends little to the excitement of curiolity; for ſurely the neglett of them can hardly be 
totally aſcribed to an unconcern about man's everlaſting welfare, A very ſtrong argu- 
ment for their importance 1s, that free-thinkers of genius, however libertine, conſtantly 
pay their devoirs to them, 1f 1t 1s but to-endeayour to invalidate or expoſe them: they | 
can hardly ſo thoroughly ſatisfy themſelves of their inſanity, as not to be under ſome 
apprehenſions that the dreams of 'a future ſtate are ſuch, that they may *'perchance” 
find themſelves awake. With whatever derifion Atheiſts may affett to treat eternal hap- 
pineſs, they find it difficult to convert it to contempt. 
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EZEKIEL, 
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Chap. IX. 


BO? a freſh voice invades my ſtunned ears : 
That quak'd my ſoul, and ſtood the liſt'ning ſpheres : 

YE CHIEFTAINS, RULERS, HEAR JEHOVAH'S WORD, 

THE THIRSTY FAULCHION WHET AND HUNGRY SWORD. 

Then ſudden at the mighty loud command 

Forth ruſh {ix men with ſlaughter in their hand, 

And one whoſe rayment was a veſtment white, 

An angel's pencil held prepar'd to write. 

Then from the cherub's head God's glory roſe, 

Sits on the roof, and undulating flows ;.* 

Then theſe juſt words—Go, white-rob'd en, go, 

The God of Ifrael's ſalvation ſhow, 

Go mark the righteous few that doleful figh, 

And beat their breaſts that they ſuch crimes deſcry, 

That men with dire abominations burn, 

And my repeated grace to vengeance turn. 

Then to the ſix was ſaid, Run forth in ha/le, 

And the accurſed city ſmite, lay waſte, 

- The ſumptuous palaces, the courts deface, 

Let pity in your breajts not find a place, 

Men, women, children let your falchions cloy, 

Be to unbounded vengeance no alloy, 


——— Circum laquearia ludit, 
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Go, ſmate, deſtroy, and ſlay without controul, 

To fury unrelenting looſe the ſoul. 

Then I aſtoniſh'd at the havoc round, . 
Fell ſudden on my face and ſmote the ground : 

© O Lord, the race of man wilt Thou efface ? 
« Where to the righteous few thy promiſed grace ?” 
_ God ſaid, 'Tis /frael, Judah, light my tre, 

'Tis they fuch dealing and ſuch wrath require, 
Their fins demand it, hence it 1s the world 

Seems tn full undiſtingurſh'd ruin hurl'd, 

1 will avenge, the miſcreants will not ſpare, 

My fury fhall proceed, my arm be bare. 

Yet did the man array'd in linen white, 
Who was commanded the Lord's mark to write, 
| Say; Lord, the juſt that did lament and cry, 
Unhurt beheld Thy judgment paſling by. 


Chap. X. 


"HEN to my wond'ring eyes on high there fhone, 
Over the cherubs' head a burniſh'd throne, 

| Jaſpers and Sapphire fires about it play, 

And from the firmament ſhed various day ; 

And ſaid a voice to him in veſtment white, 

Him, who was bid the mark of God to write— 

From mid' th' inſtinctive wheels and cherubs' rays 


\ Take living coals and ſcatter, that a blaze 
FEWER Exalt 


< 44 ) 
- Exalt its fpiry head, tempeſtaous roam, = 
And level to the earth each haughty dome. 4. 
Sudden are heard the cherubs on'the wing, 
That winnowing ambroſial fragrance fling, 
Like as 1s heard in heav'nth' Almighty's voice, 
And in full choir, angelic hoſts rejoice : 
The cherubs and the wheels were clad with eyes, 
That not with them the ſpotted leopard vies: 
As flew the cherubs, the wheels alſo flew, 
And mingled with the ſtars and lit the ſkies anew, 
Mounting aloft, ike morning's dews impearl'd, 
They ſhot the heavens, but the wheels not whirl'd. 
Returning then the Glory ſat below, 
And dancing round the cherubims did flow, 
That wav'd their wings, and took their gli{t'ning flight, 


Ten thouſand thouſand mingling plumes riſe beauteous to my 
light, * 


Chap. XVII. 


N eagle great and tall, with ſounding wings, 
Emblem of ſtrength and the long hands of kings, 
Came tohi gh Lebanon in ſoy'reign ſhow, 

And perch'd upon the cedar's topmoſt bough : 


; 54 "> En IJ 


* A thouſand looſe pindaric plumes fly ſcatt'ring down the wind, WATTS» 
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( 42 ) 


He cropp 'd the ſprigs, the wealth of ; empires _ 
And ſuddenly a vine engrafted grew, | 
Like a luxuriant willow rear'd 1t's head 

That wantons in the river's oozy bed, 

Mantling, 1t o'er the chryſtal waters hung, 

And round the ſhepherdeſs it's ſhadows Hung, | 
Beheld along its ſtream the riches ride | 

Of ev'ry coaſt, and gild the laughing tide. 

And lo, another eagle, borne on high, 

Of many plumes, did buffet the gay {ky : 

Strong were his wings, and crooked was his beak, 
His eyes the heavens did hke two meteors ſtreak ; 
To him ſtretch'd torth her tendrils, the glad vine, 


Her grapes bluſh'd deeper, ſparkled more her wine, 


Britannia waves her flag, her thunders roar, 
And glitters on her ſtrand Golconda's ſtore. * 


Chap. 1. Verſe 2. 


HE AVEN's dire-avenging God 

. Shakes his fury-flaſhing rod, 
See his way the deeps deform, 
Lightnings, whirlwinds, hail, and ſtorm, | 


* The Britiſh reader may pleaſe to pardon this application of the propheſy. 


Bear 


( 43 ) 


Bear Him o'er the ſhrowded ſkies, 
See the boundleſs tempeſt riſe, 
Foes in molten billows whirl 

And to depths of darkneſs hurl ! 
Furnaces his noſtrils breathe, 
Clouds the duſt his feet beneath, 
Scorching flames before him fly, 
And the founts and oceans dry, 
Burnt are Baſan's verdant ſides, 
With'ring earth his Fury rides, 
Carmel's flow'ry beauties fled, 
Lebanon's high cedars dead. 

Ha ! the rooted mountains ſhake, 
And round earth's foundations quake, 
Who can view God's anger burn, 
And the worlds to aſhes turn, 
Red their ſpheres with flames and blood 
And the hills a ſulph'rous flood ? 
Tho' the ſeas are billow'd fire, 
God 1s flow to vengetul ire, 

And ſhall ſee his face the juſt, 
Tho' the univerſe be duſt, 

But eternal rage ſhall know 
 Ev'ry ſtubborn, impious foe. 


Wretched miſcreants ! what d'ye mean ?' 


Who from God your fins ſhall ſcreen ? 
Drunk with wine, and ſteep'd in luſt, 
_ Shall ye not be {mote to duſt ? | 
Shall ye not like ſtubble dry, 
In the ſweeping whirlwind fly, 
Your vain gods in atoms tols'd, 
And your names and dwellings loſt ? 
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But, 


— 


| | | { ( | 4 1 ) 


S— grams to : _ 
% = * 

_ ay Land — —— <———- — - ——__— = 
3 


[ i But, ye righteous, ſee on high _ 
| White flags on the mountains'fly, | 
Cs | See from toils of earth releaſe, 

- See the meſſengers of peace. 
. 

| 
= | | Ke - 

j ” | 

| _ 

[ Chap. II. 

{ K SEP thy watches, firm thy ward, 

? > Thy erlt gawdy entrance guard : 


Empire, Jacob, 1s no more, 

Empty winds throughout thee roar ; 
Deſolation doth await, 

Nineveh's 1s ſwift thy fate ; 

Griſly Death with furious pace 
Strides amain before thy face ; 

High the ſhouting ſoldiers wield _ 
Tempeſt o'er the vine-clad field ; 
Thunder round the cars of war, 
Shake the cloud-capt pines afar, 
Throng with neighing ſteeds the ways, 
And. emit the lightning's blaze; _ 
Whuirling wheels thick-flaming vie 
With the torches flaming high ; 
Marſhall'd are the ſcarlet bands 
Murd'ring as their chief commands ; | 


— TT "A IT 
2 uF =K&c< : 

k _—_ =—_ 

= + oy 


p See 


We: (.45 ) 

See they. march their haſty way 

Glift'ning to the orb of day, 

Burſt the river-gates, loud, wide, 

And the crumbling walls beſtride. © - | .. 
Captive Huzzeb's led along BL 

To the mocking tabret's ſong, 
Nineveh, thou citied pool, 

Ceaſe, now ceale thy vaunting rule, 

Stand, be men, her chieftains cry'd, 

But her hoſts the faſter hy'd. 

Where's her filver, where her gold, 
More than ere on earth was told ? 
Erſt her ſhoes were clad 1n paſte, 

Be ſhe now a diſmal waſte. | 
Where's the lion's growling reign ? 

Where his ſhaggy-brindled mane ? 
Erſt how did he ramp and growl 
And drag carrion to his hole ! * 


Chap. WM. 


(CRUEL city, fond of blood, _ 
Thou ſhalt be the raven's food ; 
Scourge no more the gen'rous ſteed, 
How his ſtretching ſinews bleed ! Tn 
| os OO OTC  . 


| +#-I have regulated the beginning of this chapter by means of ſome tranſpoſition, | 
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Cruel whip, no more reſound, 


Nor thou, painted chariot, bound. 


. Horſemen cas'd high-wave the ſword, 


Lightning bray of war the word, 
'Gainſt the gates their bulwarks rear 
Wing the dart and launch the ſpear, 
Bodies of the ſluggiſh {lain 

Scent the air and choak the plain. 
Nineveh, thy whoredoms ceaſe, _ Ys Syd 
Ere thy plagues God full increaſe, vi 4piiGk 
Spangled harlot, ſwift reclaim, 

God prepares eternal ſhame, 

Flee from earth, accurlſed flee, 

Hideous mark of judgment be, 

Late ſo gallant, gay and bright, 

Thou ſhalt blaſt the gazer's ſight. 


/ 


Art thou mightier than No 


Where the ſparkling ſtreams did flow, 


| Round whole realms the ſea did roar 


Crowding wealth of ev'ry ſhore, 
On whoſe banks their pride did pile 
Ethiopia and the Nile? 


What tho' balmy zephyrs wlurl'd 


Tribute of th' obedient world, 


 Frowning Fate aflay 'd her DOW'rs, 


Bent to earth her cloud-capt tow rs, 
Crimlon tides oerwhelm'd her plains, 
Reek'd on itones her childrens brains, 


Princes bound in lotted pairs, 


Haughty dames cach ſoldier ſhares: 
Thou with bliſs ſhalt be too, drunk, 
Drowſy mid' thy dalliance ſunk, 

\- Then 


(am) 
Then'the brazen trump-ſhall call” | 
And thy mounts like figs ſhall _ 7 063+ . 176 io 
Women turn'd thy ſons accurs'd _ Toney : 
_ When thy foes ſhall on thee burſt, 
Ev'ry gate ſhall open wide 
To the thund'ring hoſtile tide, 
Devaſtation ſudden pour 
And the flames horrific roar. 
| Bind ye not the mally bar? 
Forge ye not the bolt of war ? 
Guard ye not your ſtore of wealth ? 
Shall the foe creep in by ſtealth? 
Locuſts are thy warriors gay ? 
Graſhoppers in'fair array ? 
Chirp they quaffing pleaſant dew, 
But meridian heat eſchew? _ 
Mighty King, thy ſhepherds ſleep 
And 1n holes thy nobles creep ; 
Nineveh, thy time 1s come, 
Trembles ev'ry haughty dome, 
 Sullen ſmoak ſlow-wreaths around, 

_ Cankers evry gaping wound, 

"AU thy foes in joy elate Oi. 
Join in ſport with grinning. Fate, | 0 
Shouting wave 1n air thy brands, 

Or thee hoot and:clap their hands ; 
Now, ſtorm now with tyrant luſt, 
Hail, Opprefſor in the duſt ! * 


* There 1s a fine remarkable thought in the third verſe of Nahum : As God is repre- 
fented to have his way in the whirlwind, ſo the clouds are correſpondently denominated 
the duſt under his teet ; a fine inſtance of the ſublime which conſiſts in grand imagery 
| without 
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-wichiout fancifulneſs. According to. the uſbabttyſifions of the ere in, Neb 


ſeems at the ſecond verſe of the ſecond chapter; to paſs, from  Ninexeh to Jeruſalem, 
and at the ſixth verſe to compare Jeruſalem's c be apture tc to that, of Babylon' s, beſides other. 


indar to whom they have conſiderable re. 
ſemblance, the prophets wrote by fits : Infleatd of tying themſelves 'dowti tb thought, they - 
frequently ſnap the thread of the diſcourſe, and mſtead- of fliding \imo+a fuer 
or from one to another, or back into the firſt agaih, | perhaps thiak .no - mote of 
it, or perhaps recur ſuddenly to it, all as it happens. Thus 1a the noble parable 

in the ſeventeenth of Ezekiel, after placing the eagle on the top of the loſtieſt cedar 

the poetic prophet thinks no more of Lebanon and its trees, but changes the eagle into 

a gardener, and the cedar into a vine ; and we are "not #6 be aſtoniſhed at contradictions. | 
The eighth verſe which ſeems to have foretold: ; the. wiping ' away of Ninevel Was fo 
true, that like Babylon's, its place 1s now: unknown. (See Dr. Lowth's ingenious man. 


Bet 


ner of accounting for theſe circumſtances j ja his notes on. a the thirteenth and os eng 


_ chapters of Iſaiah.) 


It appears from this prophet that ſcarlet was a. very ancient hl! WY The neg-. 
lefters of the ſcriptures may be aptly compared to Pnghfh-ravellers who viſit foreign 
countries without ſeeing their own. Numerous, are: the readers, of books who are 
unacquainted with the bible. If any great objeftion. lies againſt i the tranſlation in uſe, it.. 
is that it ſometimes carries an air rather of rhetoric than anger, and is at other times too ; 
coarſe for modern ears; yet the forcible charoBterifiic Py: out to be retained 
as will never be excelled nor equalled. ROO 
The fifth verſe of Habakuk is extremely rong, ak ha to mind Viagil's fine, 
epithet of hell-——Strepitumq' Acherontis avarz,z_ and the following one is applicable to. 
tyrants of the preſent, as of all ages. His prayer (rather effuſion) 1 ls wonderfully ubline, 


the ſpirit of which I will attempt, haud paſhbus ws 269d | « 


HABAKKUK, 
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WE 
Yes! I heard th' Almighty's voice, 
Seiz'd my bones prophetic dread, * 
Ev'ry organ did rejoice - - 
But the found nigh ſtruck me dead. - 
II. 
 Teman threw a hy bright, TS 
Paran was a comet's blaze, | « 
Paſs'd the earth a chariot's flight 
Beaming forth a flood of rays. 
| CREE 16 
Then the wicked wak'd his ire, 
 Peſtilence before him went, 
Famine, fury, plague and fire- 
Were the meflengers he ſent. 
UG L * i 3h 
Graſp'd his compaſles the earth, 
Realms with pangs of labour fraught, 
. Hapleſs nations curs'd their birth, 
Buſy flames the ether caught. 
EE ls; LY Cuſhan's 
* Even the ſecond-ſighted Scots are Taid to be poſſeſſed with terrors in the exerciſe of 


their powers, a circumſtance attributed to the Sybils, &c, and cortaingy” that which is pre- 
ternatural muſt be attended with ſtrong efforts, 
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 Roar'd the billows loud of hell. 


-- Ys. | 
| Cuſhar' s tents her ſins bewail'd, 
Midian flank with rankling blains, 
Hov'ring the dark tempeſtHail'd, ' 


Earthquakes rent the PS. plains, - 


"FI 
Have the ed anger'd thee \ 
That thou weareſt ſuch array ? 
Ha ! the world's foundations flee ; .. 
Ha! ! 1s come the judgment-day, | 
STE, . a OT 
F =. in ſight the bended hae, 


Hungry the fletch'd- whirlwind cow 's, 


Carcaſles the cities ſtrow 
Molten arrows are his ſhow'rs. 
VIIL 


Mites quaking hid their heads, 


In wide-op'ning caverns fell, - 
Boiling ocean left his beds, 


IX. + 
Stay'd aghaſt the moon her courſe, 
Smitten were the ſtars with fear, _ 
Mounts heaven's God falvation' $ horſe, 
Pins the ſun his flaming ſpear, 
X. 
Delelatian merks his way, 
Ras'd from earth the heathens' place, 
Dreadful did the lightnings play, 
Sat the whirlwind on his face. 


Xl, Heard 


y # 
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pY-” Heard the earth his inane: roar, * 


.. 4 ocean huſh'd his tides, - ** :- © .1:+. 1 _ 
Quak'd his depths from ſhore to ſhore 5 TU Ed: TSE FE i 
Or th by Jeioven rides, i . 
Chap. I9N. 2h ; 
A FTEND, attend, the time ſhall certain come FE I 
When Chriſt ſhall ſend his meſſenger to ſweep —_— 
And to prepare the way before his Lord : I 1 
Shall joyful tell the covenant fulfill'd, | # 
That covenant wherein are all your hopes ; ; pf by bg vn mo 
Shall joyful tell that Chriſt his Lord himſelf + < | _ 
Is on his ſudden way unto his temple. EO 
But who ſhall bear that day of joy and-terror, | 
* When he appears as a refiner's fire? _ Pod 
| Who, who ſhall face the judge that in his _ * "0 
Shall purge away the droſs, each baſe alloy, ox eto ad | 
That God's ele& may be without a ſpot ?£%22Þo_*_ vis 
y4'E : Then, 
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Then, then, the ſorcerer, aduliorer,. ob 


| The perjur'd head, th' unjuſt, th' mo Qire; 


Shall find to be no fable heaven and hell. 
Becauſe I am your G69, becauſe I change not, 
Therefore, O ſons of Jacob, ye remain, 

Elſe Fate had long ſince ſhut his mouth upon you. 
Rebellious, froward, ſtubborn, ye did always, 

E'en from your fathers' fathers' thankleſs days, 


Me, me forſake thy own thy Guardian-God : 


Yet if thou wilt return and ſeek my grace, 

I to my people Ifrael will return. _ 

But ye preſumptuous'miſcreants, aſk'd wherein 
Was your offence from which'ye muſt return, 
Can man, ye fay, the Lord of heaven defraud? 
O thankleſs race, had ye with pious hand 
Made to the Lord of all, his off ring due, 
Shou'd not the windows op'd of Heav'n pour out 
A flood of plenty on your teeming plains? 

Thy land ſhou'd be delightful, ev'ry tongue 
And nation ſhou'diproclaim, how happy thee ! 
But ye ſaid graceleſs, how do we offend ? 


What have we ſpoken 'gainſt the Lord of hoſts ? 


Said blaſphemous, 'Tis vain to ſerve the Lord : C7 
What profit is 1t that we Him obey, 

That humbly we have walk'd and mournful been? 
The proud, the proud are happy, and the wicked, 
E'en they that tempt the Lord enjoy proſperity. 

But hearken, hearken, they that commune fad 
And ſore-lament to ſee the wicked proſper, 

They ſhall at laſt be happy, when I name 

The precious few, the choſen? lot for Heaven. 


Then 


=... TORE 7 53 A 
7: Then ye Chal! kind the difference between 
Him who ſerves. | God and him who ſerves Him not _— 
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Chap. IV o 4 C | 


* FOR come ſhall the dreadful day L 
That my promiſe ſhall diſplay, _ : Lal 1 
When the wicked ſhall deſcry Bru 
. The red-{weeping whirlwind fly. 
But to thoſe that fear my Name 
Shall the ſun of peace proclaim, 
(Pleaſure in his healing wings 
Whilſt with joy Heav'n's concave rings) pg ty Bhs =_ 
. Afes let the wicked be, | ; "I 
x . And un fiery atoms flee. | 4 
But ere the high-brandiſh'd ſword 
Speak the coming of the Lord, 
; * The Eljah firſt ſhall come 
| To prepare the heav 'oly dome, 
To make man of man the friend, 
Leſt a curſe become the end.” * 


O 
* I ſee no ſufficient reaſon for ſuppoſing Tots the Baptiſt if lndkied by Elijah. Is it 
| to be apprehended that the firſt advent of our Saviour was meant by the,great and dread- 
ful day of the Lord? unleſs indeed it were ſurmiſed that the Seard that 1s time of judg- 
' ment, commenced at his reſurre&tion. 
I believe Jome haye a notion that John the Boptiſt's birth was conſiderably prior to 
our 


Ld Er fd a 


our Saviout's, and that he preached fore-telling his advent. But it ſeems that they were 
co-temporaries, and that John was but ſix months elder than Jeſus, and that he began to 
preach only fix months before him (that is, at the ſame age at which Jeſus began), fore- 
telling not his coming but his preaching. . The authors whence I take this, ſay moreover 


' that John preached a year.-afld a half, and Jeſus three years; ſo that Jeſus began to 


preach half a year after John, and continued two years after John: ceaſed. 

To conclude, oppreſſion and indutich, which includes all pravity, as charity does all 
goodneſs, is in the-concluſion of the old- teſtament, particularly reprehended. Thoſe who 
praftice them to obtain notice, will not be KP diſappointed 1 in their expeQations, L 
will venture to pronounce, | pO ont FIT 
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